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18th Century: Deep Roots in Whitefield, Wesley, and Asbury

Â ñGlobal Educationò is in the Methodist DNA:

Â 1739: George Whitefield founded a school in England (now Kingswood)

1740: another school in America (now the University of Pennsylvania)

* Whitefield had also planned to launch a ñNegro Schoolò

Â 1748: John Wesley founds Kingswood School

ñThe world is my parishò

ñKnowledge and Vital Pietyò

Francis Asbury:  Missionary to American colonies

Cokesbury College founded in 1787

ñErect a school in the vicinity

of every churchò

1. Global Education
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Â 19th Century: Methodist education experienced worldwide expansion

Â Foundation of Missionary Society in 1819

Â Missionary Expansion to Liberia and the Americas (1820-1847)

Â Missionary work in Canada in 1801

Â Thomas Coke tries to go to India in 1814

Â Missionaries sent to Liberia in 1833

Â Missionaries sent to South America in 1835

Â Missionaries sent to China in 1847

Â Womanôs Foreign Missionary Society founded in 1867

Â First Methodist school founded in Mexico in 1873

Â Appenzeller goes to Korea and starts Pai Chai school in 1885

Â Bishop William Taylor begins missionary work in Africa

Â Kingswood School founded in South Africa in 1894

Global Education (Tradition)
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Â 20th Century: New structures and organizations were created

Â General Board of Education

Â 1933: Association of United Methodist Theological Schools (AUMTS)

Â 1967: National Council of Methodist Education in Brazil (COGEIME)

Â 1972: Several agencies merge to form the General Board of Higher 

Education and Ministry (GBHEM)

Â 1976: Founding of the National Association of Schools and Colleges of 

the United Methodist Church (NASCUMC)

Â 1991: Founding of the International Association of Methodist-related 

Schools, Colleges, and Universities (IAMSCU) 

Â 1991: Education Committee of the World Methodist Council (EduC)

Â 1997: Latin American Association of Educational Institutions (ALAIME)

Â 2011: African Association of Methodist Theological Institutions (AAUMTI)

Â 2012: Asian and Pacific Association of Methodist Educational

Institutions (APAMEI)

Global Education (Structure)



6

Â 21st Century: New challenges emerge in Church and Society

Â Protestants and Methodists decline in the US

- USA Today on Monday, October 10, 2012

- Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life, 2012 Survey.

2. Challenges (Church)
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Â 21st Century: Growth vs. Decline

Â Christians, Protestants, and Methodists grow around the world

Challenges (Church)
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Â 21st Century: Decline in the Global North; growth in the Global South

Challenges (Church)



9

Â 21st Century: United Methodist Church and Pan-Methodism

Â The United Methodist Church: Facts & Figures

- 3rd largest church in the US: 7,679,850 members in 2012 (Hartford Center).

- United Methodists around the world: 12,200,000 members in 2012 (GCFA).

- The ñPan-Methodistò family: 73,000,000 around the world (WMC).

3. Opportunities (Church)
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Â 21st Century: Similar Challenges in Education at Large

Â International Student Enrollment in the US: Facts & Figures

Year    International Students Total Enrollment Percentage

1948: 25,464 2,403,400 1.1%

1961: 58,086 4,146,400 1.4%

1980: 311,882 12,097,400 2.6%

2000: 547,867 15,312,000 3.6%

2011: 723,377 20,550,400 3.5% (IEE/CES)

Â US Students enrolled Abroad: Facts & Figures (260,327 in 2010)

Region         US Students Abroad Percentage

Europe 144,840 53.5%

Latin America 40,649 15.0%

Asia: 32,340 12.0%

Africa: 13,681 5.5%

Opportunities (Society)
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Â 21st Century: Similar Challenges in Education at Large

Â International Students in the US:  723,277

*  Top 5 places of origin comprise 53.5% international students in the US

Â Rank Place of Origin 2009/10 2010/11 % of Total      % Change

1 China 127,628 157,558 21.8 23.5

2 India 104,897    103,895 14.4 -1.0

3 South Korea 72,153      73,351 10.1 1.7

4 Canada 28,145 27,546 3.8 -2.1

5 Taiwan 26,685 24,818 3.4 -7.0

6 Saudi Arabia 15,810 22,704 3.1 43.6

Opportunities (Society)
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Â GLOBAL METHODIST EDUCATION TODAY: New Opportunities

Â More than 800 educational institutions around the world

- Schools

- Colleges

- Universities

- Theological Seminaries

Â In around 80 countries

- From Angola to Zimbabwe, Argentina to Uruguay, India to Japan

Â Spread across 5 geographical regions

- Africa

- Asia and the Pacific

- Europe

- Latin America

- North America

4. New Initiatives
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Â VISION: A worldwide network of Methodist-related institutions

Â 1984: GBHEM becomes a ñglobalò agency

- Institutions around the world seek support and advice

- General Conference authorizes GBHEM to work globally along GBGM

Â 1988: ñAfrica Initiativeò as the first global project

- Methodists are ñunitedò to create first university in Africa

- Africa University opens its doors in 1992

Â 1991: IAMSCU is born to congregate international education

- Association congregates institutions around the world

Â 2004: Leadership Development as Area of Focus

- Methodist Global Education Fund for Leadership Development is created

Â 2011: Emphasis on Global Education + Global Theological Education

- Partnerships within and beyond GBHEM

New Initiatives (GBHEM)
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Â MGEFLD: Methodist Global Education Fund for Leadership Development

New Initiatives (MGEFLD)
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Â MGEFLD: Global Partnership is a New Model of Connectionality

The Methodist Global Education Fund for Leadership Development 

(MGEFLD) is a distinctive initiative within GBHEM. It is conceived as a vehicle 

to work with church, educational, and theological institutions worldwide to help 

them produce a new generation of principled Christian leaders. 

This is a long term ministry that reconnects the United Methodist Church with 

churches worldwide which were founded by missionaries since the 18th century.

For centuries, Methodist education has been building a worldwide pipeline 

that goes from pre-elementary education through higher and professional 

education to graduate and theological education. 

Global Methodist Education contributes to spiritual formation, character

formation, practical skills, social ethics, and life-long learning. 

New Initiatives (Connections)
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Â Strategy: Decentralization and Inter-Regional Cooperation

In the past, the US provided funding to missionary projects. The traditional 

American-centric model is no longer tenable. The new approach is based on 

the promotion of true partnership: 

Programs are implemented with shared vision, shared responsibilities, and 

shared costs. This concept reflects the interconnected and multicultural nature 

of the United Methodist Church and its connectionality to Pan-Methodism.

Partners bring their own contributions and thus ñownò their projects. The 

United Methodist Church is one among these partners. 

Initiatives need to be self-sustainable, become independent, and be viable.

Projects are not imposed from the top down but built from the bottom up. 

New Initiatives (Partnership)
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New Initiatives (5 Regions)
Â Goal: Five Regions in Communication and Interaction
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Â Implementation: Five Regional Operational Offices

Geographically, initiatives are based on and divided into five regions ï

Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, and North America. 

Each region is able to involve people, raise or pool funds, provide the structure, 

and disburse funds to sites and programs. Each region, however, is inter-

connected with the others, sharing its expertise, and providing assistance in the 

development of particular program components. 

This is a global framework that recognizes regional differences, has local 

impact, and is globally inter-connected.

Â Existing Operational Offices

MGEFLD Office in Latin America (2009)

MGEFLD Office in Asia (2012)

MGEFLD Office in Europe (to start in 2013)

New Initiatives (Local Offices)
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Â GBHEMôs Role: 3 Services that foster Global Education

Â Technical Assistance: Methodist-related institutions (individual schools, 

colleges, universities, or theological schools) request assistance in order to 

address local needs for clergy or lay leaders. Interdisciplinary teams with 

international experts representing the diversity of Global Methodism 

provide the high-impact mentoring on leadership development.

Â Methodist Scholars: Relying on the global network of churches, hospitals, 

schools, colleges, seminaries, and universities, GBHEM promotes exchange 

and volunteer activities by outstanding leaders around the world. 

Â Global Scholarships: Scholarships are offered to individuals with the potential 

to become high-impact leaders, who cannot apply to other scholarships at 

GBHEM. This Program is administered at the regional level and based on 

scholarships offered by participating institutions.

New Initiatives (Services)
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Â Fundraising: An area to receive more attention in the near future

Â Branding Study: A study of the Methodist ñbrandò and its impact in several 

institutions (schools, colleges, universities, or theological schools) has been 

conducted by Robert Bartlett and Elizabeth Scarborough. 

Â Grant Proposals: Grant proposals have been submitted to USAID, DoE, 

FIPSE, EU, and other grant-making agencies with partial success.

Â Marketing: Marketing campaigns publicizing these initiatives have appeared in 

the Interpreter, the GBHEM website, through the UMC Portal, and other media. 

A new website is under construction, including fundraising tools. 

Â Local Contributions: Schools, colleges, and universities around the world 

have contributed to global initiatives at the local, regional, and global levels. 

Â Endowment Funds: Two small endowment funds were established 

and are managed by Global Education & New Initiatives at GBHEM.

New Initiatives (Fundraising)
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Â A Global Network: National, Regional, and International Cooperation

5. Results

INTERNATIONAL       (2 
organizations)

WMC Education 
Committee

IAMSCU

REGIONAL                  (5 
regions)

Africa

AAUMTI

Asia

APAMEI

Europe

MTSE

NATIONAL               (80 
countries)           (8 

associations)

Australia

(4 institutions)

Brazil

COGEIME   (56 
institutions)

Ghana

MEU (8 
institutions)

Japan

(18 institutions)

South Korea

(49 institutions)

United Kingdom

(18 institutions)

United States

NASCUMC (120 
institutions)

Zimbabwe

(11 institutions)

Latin America

ALAIME

North America

NASCUMC/AAUMTS

Oxford Institute
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Â Africa: Continuing to support existing Initiatives

Results (Africa)
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Â Africa: Feasibility Studies and Assessment in 12 Countries

Results (Africa)
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Â Africa: Master Plan for Communication and Connectivity (ongoing)

Results (Africa)
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Â Asia: Support to build Radio Station in the Philippines

Â Support to network of Methodist-related institutions in Japan

Â Creation of APAMEI and publication of the Yonsei Declaration

Â Scholarships to faculty of Methodist-related institutions in India

Â Scholarship programs: Yonsey University + Ewha Womanôs Univ.

Â Support of fund-raising initiatives in South Korea.

Results (Asia)


